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FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…volunteers, 3rd, 14th, 6th holes
Why has the Green speed slowed down after Christmas 2016?
RULE of the month…local rule change
Juniors…2017 McMillan Shield Competition

FROM THE PRESIDENT…Don Johnson
The Work for the Dole program is coming to an end and the final work will be completed in
the next few weeks. The exterior of the Club House has been completed except for the veranda
which will be done when the air conditioner in the Pro Shop is removed. We are currently
painting the ladies locker room which should be completed in the next couple of weeks. The
cost of all the work that has been covered from the funds we received and it is expected that
we will have approximately $2,500 left over which will be used to tile the front porch. The
shipping container we purchased will be relocated and used as storage facility near the Green
Keepers shed. I believe this has been a successful program which has transformed the look of
the Club House.
Over the next few months quotations will be obtained for work to be done on the interior of
the Club House which will include the Kitchen, Bar, Carpets and Chairs. You will be advised
further on this as the information is obtained.
Over the past few weeks there have been a number of members listed in the waiting list
on MiClub, especially on Special Guest Days, and fortunately they have still managed to play on
the day they have been listed. There are a number of members who leave it until the last
minute to delete their name if they are not playing on a particular day. To assist the Pro
Shop, members are requested to arrange deletion of their name immediately they know they
will not be playing on any particular day.
An example is on Saturday the 14th January there were no spare spots in the morning field on
the Friday before and then on the day there were vacant spots. Leaving it until the last minute
does not allow people who would like to play at a particular time to add their name to the list.
Please give this some consideration.

Main Club Sponsors…

(FROM THE PRESIDENT…continued)
Over the past few months there have been a number of members that have entered a
competition and not put their cards in after completing their round. Rule as follows:

(iii) A GA Handicap will lose its full status in the event that a player should accrue in their most
recent 20 Actual Scores five or more entries with a status of ‘No Score – Not
Approved’ (note: full status is automatically regained upon the number of ‘No Score – Not
Approved’ entries in the player’s most recent 20 Actual Scores decreasing to four or less).
Such a handicap will be known as a “Provisional GA Handicap”.
GA recommends that players with Provisional GA Handicaps not be eligible to win prizes in
competitions which have as a condition of entry a requirement that competitors hold GA
Handicaps.
The Juniors commence matches, aiming to defend the success in last year’s McMillan Shield
competition, on the 29th January. Further details will be on MiClub shortly. Please support the
Juniors whenever you can.
Financially we have started the year very positively and if the current trend continues
our financial strength will continue to improve. The membership numbers are looking very good
and I am sure that the state of the course has contributed to the number of new members that
have joined the Club.
Finally there are a couple of dates that should be marked on the Calendar. Firstly the Seniors
Pro-Am will be held on Monday the 3rd of April. This has proved to be a great day and
should not be missed. Secondly for those members who have been a member of the Club
for 30 years or more please keep Sunday the 5th March free. A letter will be forwarded
shortly to these members.

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

NEW LOCAL RULE:
Starting 1st January 2017
Accidental Movement of a Ball on a Putting Green Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1 are modified as
follows:

When a player’s ball lies on the putting green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball- marker is
accidentally moved by the player, his partner, his opponent, or any of their caddies or
equipment.
The moved ball or ball-marker must be replaced as provided in Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1.
This Local Rule applies only when a player’s ball or ball-marker lies on the putting green and
any movement is accidental.
Note: If it is determined that a player’s ball on the putting green was moved as a result of wind,
water or some other natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be played as it
lies from its new location. A ball-marker moved in such circumstances is replaced.

FROM THE CAPTAIN…Paul Sutcliffe
January is upon us and the Women’s Captain, Karen Parsons and Vice-Captain, Angela Beaty,
Men’s Vice Captain, Dean Nobbs, Junior Co-ordinator, Wayne Corbett and myself are at work on
the playing side of the Vines Golf Club for the year 2017.
What a time it is for golf! It has to be the very best the course has presented and played, in
the 53 years of the Club’s existence at the Reynella/Happy Valley site.
It is truly a testament to the members, volunteers and staff, that a Club with such names given
by our competitors as……. “The Farm” and “The Paddock” ……. Is one of the most beautiful and
playable courses in this State.
Looking back at exceptional results from players listed below, the condition of the course, it
is suspected, has a bit to do with these scores:Clayton Byrne
45 points
28th December 2016
Peter Klar
66 nett
8th January 2017
Rod Gorton
6 up
11th January 2017
There was, however, little chance that the course condition had anything to do with holes-inone by Mike Dutton (6th) and Mike Windows (3rd) --- Congrats to both players.
The 2017/18 program has now been set, with the emphasis on competitions that are popular
with players and changed dates for Major Honour Board Events that have been programmed to
be played in the better weather months.
For the male members, work has been done on the Match Index. A huge number of scores
over the past two years (and more) of competition history recorded by computer of all grades
(A, B, C) will give a more holistic idea of where strokes should be given. All will be revealed
prior to March 2017 when the New Year Program will come into operation.
Now if players are unaware, on the Noticeboards of both the women and men, there is a new
Local Rule Change adopted by the Club regarding the “Accidental movement of the
ball on a putting green”. I urge all players to become conversant with the Rule!
I now bring to members a problem that is occurring when members book games on the web
site and fail to arrive to play. At best it puts the Pro Shop to some trouble, at worst it often
causes a group to play with two or three players in a field of fours. This especially of concern
on Special competitions such as Monthly Medal and Special Guest Days events.

Please be warned the Match Committee will in future not look kindly on players who
abuse the booking system to the detriment of members who do the right thing.
Recently two visiting players, Mrs Mary-Lou Mair and her husband from Yearing Meadows
Golf Club in the Victorian Yarra Valley, presented a letter of reciprocity to the Office and Pro
Shop. They have been warmly welcome and loved the course. Yearing Meadows was formerly
the Croydon Golf Club. This highlights an exceptional opportunity for you as a member of the
Vines that when travelling “an introductory letter from the Manager will open the door of over
forty (46) golf clubs throughout Australia and New Zealand for you play as a reciprocal
members.
Many of these Clubs welcome reciprocal players for no (or little) green fees.

FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course)
Volunteers

Heard a rumour the other day - but that’s not unusual as there are always plenty floating
around, but this one caught my attention. There was speculation that the number of
Course Volunteers at the Vines was in decline and this was of some concern to the Club.
What was the source of this rumour and who would actually know the correct answer?
The number of volunteers and hours they work each month are recorded in Rob Millington’s
amazing “Turfkeeper” software and reported to the Course Sub-Committee each Month.
Both Matt Chesterman and Rob Millington confirmed that the number of volunteers at the
club had in fact be stable for many years.
As you would expect the number of hours worked each month does vary due to seasonal
conditions and the individual’s available spare time. You would also expect some turnover of
volunteers as their life situations change - such as health, grandkid commitments, moving
house etc.

This Club is very lucky to have such an amazing army of dedicated volunteers who do such
a professional job. The financial cost to the Club and its members would be substantial if it
were not for those who do volunteer.
If you are considering becoming a volunteer (male or female) here are two possible
situations for you to look at: If you have a particular skill or interest have a chat to Matt
Chesterman and he will put you in contact with the appropriate person. OR, if you would
like more flexibility, the ODD JOBS group would probably best suit you. This group meets
usually once a month on a Thursday morning for 2 to 3 hours light work. To join the group
email info@vinesgolfclub.com.au and express your interest. You will then receive an
email about a week before the next ODD JOB event and if you are able, turn up on the day.
Simple.
3rd Tee Block
Turf was finally laid on the tee block last Thursday with the help of ground staff, ODD JOB
volunteers and Work for the Dole participants and their handlers. Go to the Club’s Facebook
page to see a 17 second video of the whole process. The delay in laying turf was to allow
the base to settle and be levelled several times. The Tee block is expected to be back in
play by early February.
14th Hole
The reconstruction of the 14th Hole is now complete. What you will see over the next few
weeks will be some “tweaking” such as weed control measures, filling and other minor
issues. The GUR and drop zones will be removed over the next coming weeks.
6th Hole
The reconstruction of the 6th hole is also complete. The rope that is adjacent to the path will
stay in place until the Santa Ana grass has fully covered the area. The purpose of the rope
is to keep carts off the new grass.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that
relates to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

Why has the Green speed slowed down after Christmas 2016?
On the Wednesday after Christmas the Course received 63mm of tropical rain that streamed
down from a cyclone that hit the north western coast of Australia. Two weeks earlier we had
applied a light dusting of complete fertiliser to replenish the nutrients in the soil after they had
been depleted during the wet Spring weather that preceded.
The tropical weather systems that have produced our recent rainfall carry large amounts of
Nitrogen. The lightning activity that is associated with these systems modifies the molecular
Nitrogen from the air into a form that is useable by plants. The rain is the vehicle for the
Nitrogen to reach the root system of the turf. It is then utilised within the plant to produce lush
top growth. No amount of irrigation can compete with these rain events.
The atmosphere has an abundance of Nitrogen, around 78%, but none can be utilised by plants
in its gaseous form. The tremendous electrical energy discharged by lightning transforms the
Nitrogen gas into a plant friendly form. This dissolves into the rain. Once in the soil the Nitrogen
is used by the plant. It is converted into enzymes and protein for growth, and chlorophyll for
colour.
Generally we aim to keep the growth rate on the greens within a range where we remove
between half and one catcher of clippings from 18 greens each time we mow. After this rain
event we were clipping up to 8 catchers per day, and this was after the application of growth
retardant to help reduce the clip rate. The added growth slows the ball roll because the grass
leaves are longer but also because the leaf density increases. While the additional rain is very
good for the turf, the same can't be said for the ball roll speed. Speeds should return back to
normal in the coming weeks as the higher than normal nutrient content in the soil reduces
naturally.
Most of our rain events come from the cold fronts that originate in the Southern ocean or the
Great Australian Bight. Lightning associated with these events is far less than with the tropical
systems we have recently experienced, hence the Nitrogen impact is not seen so significantly
from our winter rains.

Rob Millington…Golf Course Superintendent

Course Superintendent’s Report, January 2017
Posted on 11 January 2017 on the Club website.

http://www.vinesofreynella.com.au/
This is a good read and includes interesting statistics covering:
Staff hours, rainfall & irrigation, volunteer hours

VALE…

The Committee and Members of The Vines of Reynella Golf Club mourn the passing of our
valued Member…

Ernie Foody

Passed away on Tuesday 27th December 2016
Member for 35 years

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Jan Shaw (Vice President, Women’s Golf)
Happy New Year! I hope you all enjoyed the festive season with family and friends.

Welcome back everyone to what we hope will be a year of fun and friendship, and that your
golf goals are achieved.
The committee has been busy reviewing the Strategic Goals for Women’s Golf that were
developed a year ago. Once endorsed by the Committee of Management we will send a copy
out to all women members. We have also revisited the survey that was conducted on Opening
Day last year. We have actioned many of your suggestions but we still have many more that we
would like to progress further this year. For example we are keen to get Social Thursdays
happening throughout the year using the Advantage Card and potentially playing at the 3 Par
Golf Course at North Adelaide. This way new golfers and 9 holers can all be involved. If you
would like to assist in developing more social functions please speak with me or contact me on
my mobile 0413 842 480.
One of our key goals in the Strategic Plan has been to support the Give Golf A Go Clinics.
The next clinic will run throughout March 2017 and we need more volunteers to support women
starting out in golf. If you are interested in helping please speak with Pam Deacon.
Another priority has been to develop a more modern golf shirt for women members so that
when we have clubs visiting the Vines or we are visiting other clubs we will have our own
distinctive colour and design. We will seek feedback on colour and design when we have some
samples available.
Thank you to Wayne Lines and Don Johnson who have been coordinating the spraying
and relocation of lockers in the women’s locker rooms while the Work for the Dole workers are
available at the Vines. Based on recent usage we have retained 16 small lockers and 10 large
lockers. Painting of the locker room will take place in the next few months most likely by
members of the golf club.
Adelaide is privileged to have the ISPS Handa Women’s Australian Open golf tournament
at Royal Adelaide between 16-19 February 2017. Tickets are available through the website
(they will be cheaper). Several women members from the Vines have volunteered to assist at
the event.

Junior Golf Sponsor…

Juniors…from Wayne Corbett

2017 McMillan Shield Competition

Old Reynella

The squad for the upcoming 2017 McMillan Shield
competition has been selected and will comprise the
following junior golfers;Kyle Dickenson, Lachlan Eckermann, Ryan
Francis, Alex Manton, Zoe Manton, Charlie
Nobbs, Louis Pretty, Boston Price, Ryan Scovell
and Lachlan Sharpe.

Steve and I have decided to concentrate on the further development of our more inexperienced
junior players and have omitted Jarred Clarke, Emily Dunbar and Jordan Percey for this year’s
squad.
Jarred and Jordan are two extremely competent players and will form the nucleus of our
(Division 1) Junior Pennant squad in this year’s Sharp Cup competition commencing in June
whilst Emily will play with our Ladies in the A1 competition.

We are confident that the players in this year’s squad will represent the Club with distinction
and play excellent golf.

First Round…

Our talented juniors defend their 2016 McMillan Shield win by playing the 1st round of the 2017
competition against the team from Thaxted Park at the Tea Tree Gully course on Sunday 29th
January.
We tee off from the 10th hole at 12 noon.
The team is Ryan Francis (Capt), Alex Manton, Zoe Manton, Charlie Nobbs, Louis
Pretty, Boston Price, Ryan Scovell and Lachlan Sharpe is our reserve player.
This should be another exciting and competitive year for our juniors.

From Bernie......

“speak up”

At a wedding ceremony, the minister asked if anyone had anything to say
concerning the union of the bride and groom.
It was their time to stand up and talk, or forever hold their peace.
The moment of utter silence was broken by a young beautiful woman carrying
a baby.
She started slowly walking towards the pastor.
Everything quickly turned to chaos.
The bride slapped the groom.
The groom’s mother fainted.
The groomsmen started giving each other looks and wondering how best to
help save the situation.
The pastor asked the woman, “Can you tell us why you came forward? What
do you have to say?”
The woman replied, “We can’t hear at the back.”

Club Sponsors…
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Servi

Hub Shopping Centre

